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In Praise of Christ 
By Helen Frazee-Bower 


HEN I consider man, in all his 
ways— 
Content to weave a web of careless days, 
Or toil a lifetime for a feeble fame— 
Then do I lift my voice to Christ, in 
praise. 


When I behold the Son of God, in grace 

Come down to earth to take the sin- 
ner’s place— 

To die upon the cruel cross of shame, 

That men might look into the Father’s 

face— 


Then must I turn forever from the 

throng, 

In praise of Jesus Christ my whole life 
long, 

Then must I sing forever of the name 

Above all names. There is no other 

song! 


x 


Common to Man 


Our temptations are aggravated by 
the mistaken notion that they are 
unique with us. The Scripture Says, 
“There hath no temptation taken you 
but such as is common to man .. .” 
(1 Cor. 10:13). It is therefore a com- 








fort to learn of some of the struggles 


of worthies of earlier days. In the biog- 
raphy of Gerhard Tersteegen, German 
poet and spiritual leader (1697-1769), 
the author, H. E. Govan, wrote of him: 
“Reflecting on the problems of the spir- 
itual life—the prosperity of the wicked, 
the divisions among Christians, the wild 
fanaticisms that disfigured the record 
of spiritual religion, the apostasy of 
trusted professors—his mind staggered 
on the brink of unbelief, and there came 
hours when he doubted the existence 
of a God. Yet hope’s rays were not 
wholly excluded. His doubts would al- 
ternate with intervals of broken-hearted 
prayer, voiced in plaintive laments and 
cries after God.” How closely the con- 
ditions of that time parallel those of 
our own day! (Unfortunately, this 
fragrant book, containing Tersteegen’s 
life story and samples of his sermons, 
is out of print, like many other _old 
treasures.) Like other holy men and 
women of God, Tersteegen spent much 
time in prayer. “The great importance 
of perseverance in the exercise of prayer 
and inward retirement may be suffi- 
ciently learnt,” he declares, “next to 
the experience of it, merely from the 


x 


tempter’s arfifices and endeavours to 
allure us from it and make us negligent 
of it. He knows that by this delightful 
exercise alone his gloomy empire in 
the soul will necessarily be destroyed, 
through the imperceptible influx of the 
light, love, and life of Jesus; and that 
all the flowers and fruits of the fairest 
gifts of grace and virtue fade of them- 
selves, if he can only break them off 
from this their root.” Coming back to 
the verse quoted above, we read on, 
“But God is faithful, who will not suffer 
you to be tempted above that ye are 
able; but will with the temptation also 
make a way to escape, that ye may be 
able to bear it.” Sometimes this way of 
escape is only through prayer. This 
is the seventh part of the Christian’s 
armor: “Praying always with all prayer 
and supplication in the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all persever- 
ance and supplication for all saints” 
(Eph. 6:18). If the Son of God, “in the 
days of his flesh . . . offered up prayers 
and supplications with strong crying 
and tears” (Heb. 5:7), how much more 
do we need this means of relief and 
victory! 
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XIX. Misunderstandings From 
Being Understood 


In the series, “Ourselves and Others,” by H. Clay Trumbull 


E DO not fully understand our- 

selves. We do not fully under- 

stand others. We think that 
others do not understand themselves. 
We are sure. that others do not under- 
stand us. It seems to us that if we 
understood others better, we should find 
it easier to get along with them. It 
seems to us that if others understood 
us better, it would be easier for them to 
get along with us. Yet, as a matter-of 
fact, most of our troubles with others 
grow out of our understanding others, 
and of our being understood by them. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“My soul, wait thou only upon 
God; for my expectation is from 
him” (Psa. 62:5). 











Indeed, it is through an understanding 
of one another that most of what we 
call our “misunderstandings” with one 
another come. 

There are, it is true, many phases of 
our character that are a perplexity to 


_ourselves, and which we are right in 


supposing that others can never com- 
prehend. So there are many phases ih 
the character of others that must be a 
hopeless perplexity to them and to us. 
Moreover, every character is many sided, 
and one of its worst sides is likely to 
show itself at a time when it would 
seem as if the exhibit of one of its bet- 
ter sides would have presented the en- 
tire personality in a very different as- 
pect. . Yet it is what we do clearly 
understand, of those whom we know 
most intimately, that is the prevailing 
cause of our liking or of our disliking 
them; and it is what is clearly under- 
stood of ourselves by those who know 
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us best, that mainly influences their 
- feelings with reference to us. 

That which is least understood in the 
character of ourselves would, as a rule, 
have least influence in the shaping of 
the estimate of us by those who know 
us well, if it were all made clear; and 
that which we do not understand of 
those with whom we are _ intimate 
would, as a rule, make little difference 
in our feelings toward them, if it were 
comprehended by us fully. There are, 
of course, exceptional instances of con- 
cealment of character, resulting in a 
wholly false estimate of one whom we 
have good opportunities of observing; 
but in the ordinary intercourse of life, 
especially in those phases of it that 
give us most concern, the more frequent 
cause of misunderstandings is in under- 
standing and in being understood. 

At the close of the Civil War there 
returned to one of the New England 
towns a former citizen of that place 
who had been in arms against his gov- 
ernment, and in consequence had been 
absent from home a number of years. 
Meeting a prominent gentleman on the 
street, the returned citizen reached out 
his hand with a word of hearty greet- 
ing; but, to his surprise, the gentleman 
gave him no sign of recognition. “You 
don’t know me,” he said.. “Oh, yes, I 
do!” said the other, looking him full in 
the face, and then passing him by. 
Aside from any question of propriety 
in the case, that incident illustrates the 
truth that many a trouble that we as- 
cribe to our being misunderstood arises 
from the fact that we are very well 
understood. 


We are often understood by others at 
points where we misunderstand our- 
selves. We think ourselves generous; 
they know that we are selfish, We 
think ourselves free from vanity or 
egotism; they know our weakness in 
that very line. We think ourselves full 
of kindliness of heart; they know that a 
vein of unkindliness runs through all 
our estimates of others. We think our- 
selves careful and exact in speech; they 
know that inaccuracy and exaggeration 
are the rule with us. We think our- 
selves uniform in our cheerfulness of 
spirit; they know that we are moody 
and impulsive to an exceptional degree. 
We think ourselves reasonably sensible; 
they know that we show ourselves 
weak and silly in the lesser and the 
larger affairs of life. We think our- 
selves industrious and capable; they 
know that we waste more time and 
strength than we use. We think that 
we have the courage of our convictions, 
and that we are not afraid to be inde- 
pendent in .thought and action; they 
know that timidity is a chief trait in 
our characters, 
course in life is governed by what 
others think, or may think, about us. 


And so all the way up and down the 
standard of comparative judgments. 
When, in such a case, we see how others 
estimate us, our impulse is to say, “But 
you don’t understand me.”. Their well- 
considered response to us _ would, 
however, be, “Oh, yes! I do.” The mis- 


and that our whole. 
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understandings between others and our- 
Selves, in every instance of. this sort, 
grow out of the good understanding of 
us by others. 

Our leading characteristics may be 
just the opposite from what we sup- 
pose; and when we think we are show- 
ing a good side of our nature, we may 
really be showing a bad side. But be- 
yond all this, even when we have a 
good side to show and are showing it, 
we may be disagreeable to those whom 
we like, and we may jar upon them by 
the exhibit of the very best qualities 
in our minds and characters. It is a 
great mistake, and it is a very common 
mistake, to suppose that if our best 
selves could be seen at their best, they 
would surely commend themselves to 
those who are worthy, especially to 
those whose qualities are in the direc- 
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tion of our own highest ideals. When 
we consider it, however, we perceive 
that our likes and dislikes’ are not 
limited by the moral element involved; 
and as it is with our likes and dislikes, 
so it is with the likes and dislikes of 
others. 

There are persons whose ways are 
repellent to us chiefly because of prom- 
inent characteristics in them, which we 
admit are good in themselves, but with 
which, as thus manifested, we are not 
in accord. It is not that we do not 
understand these persons, but that we 
do understand them, that causes us to 
be repelled by them, or to be jarred 
upon by their every exhibit of their 
best peculiarities. Yet all the while 
they may have a special regard for us, 
and may desite most earnestly to make 

(Continued on page 781) 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


What Are Social Justice 
and the Social Gospel? 


My Sunday school teacher has 
asked the class for a definition of 
social justice and the’ social gospel. 
Can you give me a good definition of 
both?—A Mississippi reader. 

“Social justice” means dealing right- 
eously with our fellow men. It can be 
applied to relations between individ- 
uals; to court proceedings; to relations 
between corporate bodies, such as busi- 
nesses and institutions; or between 
nations. It has many applications in 
our present-day, complicated life. Its 
strongest foundations are in the Bible, 
where, in the Old Testament, we have 
many detailed laws primarily given to 
Israel, but in many cases still applica- 
ble today; and in the New Testament, 
where we have the Lord Jesus declaring 
that the second great commandment is, 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self” (Matt. 22:39), quoting from Levit- 
icus 19:18. 

Social justice is the very opposite of 
greed, graft, oppression, and favoritism 
in the application of laws. 

Webster’s dictionary defines the “so- 
cial gospel” thus: “The application to 
social, economic, and political relations 
of the social teachings of the Bible and 
particularly of Jesus, such as the in- 
finite worth of human personality, the 
brotherhood of man, and love as a re- 
demptive force and method.” But this 
does not entirely cover the subject, for 
in the last forty or fifty years the term 
has been applied to the false teaching 
that man is saved by works rather than 
by grace through faith in the atoning 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
tendency today is frequently to imply, 
if not directly to state, that our respon- 
sibility to other groups and nations is 
discharged by creating for them better 
living conditions and economic and cul- 
tural opportunities, but that we should 
not seek to change their religious beliefs 
since all are, in their own way, reaching 


out toward God. It is good to show 
people how to live in better surround- 
ings, have clean bodies and living con- 
ditions, and better agricultural facilities; 
but these have fo do with’ temporal 
things, and should not be substituted 
for the true Gospel, through which 
men’s souls are saved for eternity. 


s 


The Reader’s Digest 
and Liquor Advertising 
I have just been looking over your 

issue of August 9 and in “A Survey 
of Religious Life and Thought” there 
is surely something wrong with the 
last article, “Liquor Advertising Re- 
fused.” It refers to 200 magazines that 
refuse liquor ads, and included is 
The Reader’s Digest. I got curious 
and picked up a copy of the Digest 
and counted 13 liquor ads in the 
August issue. For a. paper like yours 
this is regrettable—A British Colum- 
bia reader. 


The Times has heard from another 
Canadian reader making the same crit- 
icism. But they must have been refer- 
ring to the Canadian edition of The 
Reader’s Digest, for there was no liquor 
advertising in the August issue of the 
United States edition, which is undoubt- 
edly the one to which Dr. Smith re- 
ferred. 

He also mentioned The Saturday Eve- 
ning Post as having refused liquor ad- 
vertising. Unfortunately, since then, the 
fact has been widely publicized that 
the Post has agreed to accept liquor 
and beer advertising. It is sad to see 
this 230-year-old weekly magazine thus 
bowing to mammon, and it will be a 
disappointment to many of its sub- 
scribers and newsstand buyers. 

Cyrus H. K. Curtis, at one time head 
of the Curtis Publishing Company 


which issues the Post, was a director 
of The Sunday School Times Company 
for several years in the early part of 
this century. 
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lesson for November 9 


Why she had no breakfast and 


lunch one day 


Wi: ASK for so many foolish 
things. If we get them we 
don’t know what to do with 
them. 

“I ‘heard about a countryman who 
was in the city for the first time. He 
went into a restaurant, und made up 
his mind he would haf something fine, 
no matter what it cost. He saw a man 
at the next table put a little mustard on 
his plate, and he said that must be fine 
und expensive, he has so little, but no 
matter what it costs I will haf some. 
So he told the waiter to bring him a 
dollar’s worth of that stuff. And a big 
plateful was brought. He took a big 
spoonful; it bit him; he spit it out und 
did not want any more. 

“So we ask for things that if Father 
should gif them to us we would only be 
bitten by them, und would be glad to 
get rid of them. We pray so foolish; 
why for twelve years I prayed: ‘Oh, 
Father, make me a foreign mishener. 
I. want to go to foreign lands and 
preach.’ 

“One day I pray that; und Father say, 
Sophie, stop. Where were you borned?’ 
‘Germany, Father. ‘Where are you 
now?’ ‘In America.’ ‘Well, ain’t you a 
foreign mishener already?’ When I see 
that, Father says to me, ‘Who lives on 
the floor above you?’ ‘A family of 
Swedes.’ ‘Und on the floor above them?’ 
‘Why, some Switzers.’ ‘Und in the rear 
house are Italians, und in a block away 
some Chinese. Now you never said a 
word to these people about My Son. 
Do you think I will send you a thou- 
sand miles away to the foreigner und 
heathen, when you got them all around, 
und you nefer care enough about them 
to speak with them about their soul?’ 

“Well, I went to work at once; und I 
find if we do what is at owr hand He 
will gif us more. I had some money 
Saved up; und I learnt if I give a few 
dollars I could send a boy to school in 
Japan. I do it, and now he is mishener 
among his own people. 


“As Though I Vas Triplets” 

“One day I hear about the colored 
people down South. ‘Well,’ Father said, 
‘Sophie, you can give to that sure’; but 
I vas stingy-like, und hold on to half- 
dollar until the eagle scream most. I 
felt bad, und Father seemed to say, ‘All 
you haf I gif you, und you wan't gif a 
little back.’ I feel worser, until I go to 
the minister und gif himi enough to 
send a woman to teach. Und now I 
haf a woman teaching for me down 
South. So I vas in Japan, down South, 
und here in New York; preaching in 
three places, like as though I vas trip- 
lets. I tell you, brutter, it vas a pre- 
cious thing to work for Jesus.” 

I felt just then very small indeed; 
and as I looked at her I lost sight of 
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Sophie's Sermon 


This is the concluding part of Sophie 
Lichtenfels’ sermon, which was origi- 
nally published by Loizeaux Broth- 
ers, New York, and later reprinted by 
Dr. George W. Arms, pastor emeritus 
of the Bedford-Central Presbyterian 
Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., for his 
church members, but now out of 
print. Sophie was born in 1844 and 
died November 2, 1919. She was a 
well-known figure in New York City 
and when her funeral was held at the 
Gospel Alliance Tabernacle, where — 
she had her membership, it taxed the 
capacity of the building. 








her odd appearance, and saw her only 
as the King’s daughter. Here was this 
woman working, witnessing for Christ, 
earning only a trifle, yet denying her- 
self, educating a missionary, and send- 
ing a teacher to the South. What a 
rebuke to many of us! 


“I Live Plain” 


“How do you live, and yet have so 
much to give away?” I asked. 

“Oh, I live plain; my clothes cost me 
nothing much. I haf a cup of coffee 
uni roll for *my breakfast, und get my 
other meals where I work. I only haf 
one small room; that is all I want here, 
but, praise God, I haf a mansion in 
Heaven. My Elder Brutter He vas mak- 
ing it ready for me, und He is coming 
again to take me there, He promised; 
und if I die before He come, that will 
only be moving from the tenement into 
the mansion; und there will be no rent 
to pay, und no mortgage on it either. 
What I needs here Father sends. I can 
trust Him. Is not two sparrows sold for 
a farthing? That bird he nefer goes to 
church; und yet the Book says he nefer 
falls to the ground without Father 
knows it; und I vas worth more, cause 
I vas His child. We forgets how He 
minds us; but He nefer forgets.us. Only 
the other day I vas learned a lesson on 
that thing. . 

“In the mornink I always get down 
the Bible. I call it my love letter from 
Father. Sometimes He scolds a little in 
the letter; but it vas for ‘reproof and 
correction’; und we need that sometimes. 
Well this mornink I open to the prayer, 
‘Our Father which vas in Heaven,’ und 
I says, ‘Oh, Father! I know that by 
heart; gif me something fresh.’ So I 
read something else. That mornink I 
haf no money to get the coffee und 
roll; but I did not worry. I thought I 
gets my breakfast where I was to work; 
but they vas all through when I got 
there. ‘Well,’ I say, ‘nefer mind, I wait 
till dinner’ Before dinner the woman 
goes out und forgets all about me; so 
no dinner. I got through early, und I 
vas so hungry I go home ready to cry, 
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und I say, ‘Father, how is this; You say 
You nefer leave me; but I work all day 
without anything to eat?’ Und I began 
to complain. ‘Look here, Sophie,’ said 
Father, almost speaking to my soul 
plain. - ‘Look here; this mornink you 
read in My Book, und when you comes 
to the prayer where it says, “Gif me 
this day my daily bread,” you don’t 
read it; you say, “Gif me something 
fresh.” Is that stale? Because every 
day these things come you forget to be 
thankful.’ At once I see where I sin, 
und gets down.und say, ‘Father, forgive 
me, gif me this day my daily bread, 
for Thy child is hungry.’ 

“When I got off my knees there came 
a knock, und my landlady vas there 
with a cup of coffee und some biscuits. 
She said, ‘I thought you were tired, 
und might not like to get supper; so I 
brought these in.’ Then I thank Father, 
und begin to shout. 

“I tell you, brutter, we so quick for- 
getting those everyday blessings what 
comes right along. So many peoples 
nefer are polite enough to say, Thank 
you, to God for the hundreds of every- 
day gifts. The landiady’s husband 
heard me shouting, and came up. He 
is an infidel; but he vas touched when 
I told him the answer to my prayer. 


First Get Acquainted With the Son 


“The woman was a Catholic, und she 
says, ‘Sophie, you always praise Jesus, 
und talk about Jesus. Why you nefer 
talk about the blessed Virgin? I pray 
to her, und expect to see her in Heaven.’ 
Well, I told her if she ever expected to 
see the mother of Jesus she must first 
get acquainted with the Son, or she 
would nefer get into Heaven. 

“*Well,’ she said, ‘don’t Peter hold 
the keys?’ I told her I did not care 
who held the keys; th&t Jesus said, ‘I 
am the door: by me if any man enter 
in, he,shall be saved.’ Und as I had the 
open door, I did not care who had the 
keys. 

“It is precious to have Jesus only, 
and to live for Him. But now I must 
go, brutter. I will. come again if my 
Father will let me.” 

I saw her to the door, bade her good- 
by, returned to my room, and thanked 
God for the sermon to which I had 
listened. I had been sitting in heavenly 
places in Jesus Christ. There was about 
the plain scrubwoman an atmosphere 
of Heaven that seemed to lift me into 
closer‘ relationship to God, my Father. 
The lessons I learned of trust arid fel- 
lowship with Christ, from her talk, have 
been helps toward the Golden City and 
the King; and I look forward with 
pleasure to the time when I shall have 
another opportunity to listen to one of 
Sophie’s sermons. 
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Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





OBSERVATIONS FROM ENGLAND 


The following items are all written 
(August 27) while in London where ®I 
am gathering material for a new 
book. 


A Decline in Preaching.—Everyone 
will agree, I think, that the quality of 
preaching is at a very low order in 
Great Britain today, with a few rare 
exceptions. There are, here and there, 
some mighty preachers such as Dr. Mar- 
tyn Lloyd-Jones of Westminster Chapel; 
and the Rev. John Stott of All Souls, 
Langham Place; and Dr. Stewart of 
Edinburgh, etc.; .but London has not 
seen for years one period such as she 
knew toward the close of the last cen- 
tury, when any Sunday morning such 
men could be heard as Canon Liddon, 
Joseph Parker, and Charles H. Spurgeon. 
The truth is that the spiritual life in 
England is ebbing; but there are, of 
course, wonderful groups of evangelicals 
here, and they are faithful in prayer 
and loyal to the Word of God. Most 
older Christians are well acquainted 
with the marvelous ministry of Joseph 
Parker at the City Temple, author of 
that helpful series of volumes, “The 
People’s Bible,” a work that D. L. 
Moody constantly reag. The City Tem- 
ple was bombed in 1 and for eighteen 
years the congregation has had to meet 
in various churches. The minister is 
the renowned Dr. Leslie Weatherhead, 
author of many books on religious psy- 
chology. 


Another Gospel.—To my surprise, in 
a Congregational church, on the wall 
of the transept I saw a huge illuminated 
cross. One would expect, from this, to 
hear something about the Gospel. The 
subject for that morning was “The 
Alchemy of Jesus,” by which the min- 
ister meant that Jesus turned all of 
His experiences into gold. Toward the 
end of this message, which was not ex- 
pository, of courge, I was horrified when, 
pointing to the cross, he said: “Do not 
tell me that that was the will of God. 
Jesus was put to death by wicked 
hands, and wicked hands never can do 
the will of God. Such an idea is non- 
sense.” All I could think of was “de- 
ceived” and “deceiving.” Dr. Weather- 
head has nothing for a sinner and no 
Gospel. 


Rampant Crime.—England is greatly 
troubled with the problem that is giv- 
_ ing such serious concern to the police 
authorities of all our own cities, and 
that is the matter of crime. The daily 
average population in prisons in Eng- 
land and Wales for the first four months 
“of this year exceeded 24,700, the highest 
ever recorded in Britain’s history. The 
increase in prison population for the 
preceding year was nearly 14 per cent. 
This means an overcrowding of men’s 
prisons, in many of which three men 
are sleeping in a single cell. The tragic 
aspect of all this is that the major in- 





crease, as in our own country among 
young offenders, is that they are young 
people. In London they are known as 
the Teddies, and they roam the streets, 
spit on those they dislike, following 
them over the sidewalk sometimes and 
bringing bodily harm to their victims. 
A long article in one London paper I 
was ‘reading expresses the opinion of 
many others: “London by night scares 
me.” Frequently the police seem to be 
unable to cope with the situation. A 
weekly Sunday morning train for the 
resort of Brighton, leaving at 4:40 a.m., 
is now met by police officers to take off 
the train the gang of rowdies that each 
week try to make this trip. I have 
seen notices in British papers saying 
that this increase of crime is even being 
observed in the Moslem countries of 
the Near East, and in France also. All 
this is only a fulfillment of our Lord’s 
prophecy ig the Olivet discourse that 
the last days would be marked by law- 
lessness. Editorials in British papers 
insist that this upward curve will con- 
tinue unless Britain returns to what 
they call the old moral standards, but 
there will be no return to these unless 
there is a return to God Himself who 
gave these commands and to His Word 
in which they are revealed. 


A Mormon Temple.—The third Mor- 
mon Temple to be built outside the 
United States has just been finished at 
Lindfield, about thirty miles from Lon- 
don. It has been erected at a cost of 
$1,700,000, all of which was raised be- 
fore the erection of the building was 
commenced. The emphasis here, as in 
all their temples, is on this matter of 
baptism and elaborate genealogical rec- 
ords. 

@ think it has always been a source 
of gratitude to me personally to see 
pamphlets on the bookracks of the 
churches and chapels in this country 
exposing the false teachings of Mor- 
monism. 


A Growing Cult—A clergyman in 
London told me that one of the most 
rapidly growing cults in this country 
is the Jehovah’s Witnesses, and that they 
are drawing many people away from 
the established Protestant communions. 


:Falling Sunday School Attendance.— 
The Free Church Federal Council, in 
its authentic booklet, “Sunday Schools 
Today,” informs us that at the begin- 
ning of the century in 1900, there were 
3,302,000 children attending Sunday 
schools of the Free Churches. By 1939 
this had dropped to 1,930,000, and today 
has dropped: again to 1,533,000. In other 
words, there are less than half as many 
children in Sunday schools in Britain 
today as in 1900, though there are mil- 
lions more people in Britain now than 
there were then. This is a matter of 
much concern to the .British churches 
and they are giving serious and prayer- 
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ful consideration as to what to do about 
the situation.. 


The Word “Altar” Today.—It came to 
me as rather a surprise to be reminded 
that the word “altar” does not even oc- 
cur in the great Anglican Book of Com- 
mon Prayer. It is a word continually 
used by those who are High Church and 
appears in most of the Anglican litera- 
ture today in reference to the Holy 
Communion; but it was never used by 
those who laid the foundations for the 
Church of England, which means the 
foundations for our own Protestant 
Episcopal church as well. 


The Economist, one of the outstand- 
ing journals of England has just pub- 
lished a remarkable article entitled, 
“How Many in the Pew?” in which they 
give the following interesting statistics: 

The Church of England today keeps 
up 18,200 churches, for which there are 
16,050 Church of Engtand clergy. 

The non-Conformist groups have 
30,000 churches or chapels, of which 
17,600 are Methodist, and they claim to 
have 35,000 clergy, but of these not 
more than one-third possibly, are full- 
time. 

There are, in addition, 5,000 Roman 
Catholic churches and 5,600 parish 
clergy. 

This makes a total of 51,050 churches. 

On the basis of 8,000,000 active mem- 
bers in the Anglican Church, “England 
is much less evangelized today,” the 
article continues, “than it was 60 years 
ago when there were 21,000 Anglican 
clergy to serve a much smaller popula- 
tion.” 

At Easter, 1956, the number of com- 
municants was 2,350,000, about 52 per 
cent of its total membership. 

It is said that of 38 million adults in 
England, 8 million are actively religious; 
12 million definitely nonreligious and 
18 million who are nominal supporters 
of a church, that is, they get married 
in church and occasionally take part 
in some religious observance. 


France—Demand for Bibles.—A very 
interesting magazine, Floodtide, pub- 
lished by the Christian Literature Cru- 
sade of London states the following: 

“As a result of an advertisement 
which appeared in the Reader’s Digest 
offering a Bible to those who wrote for 
one, 3,959 requests have been received 
by the Institut Biblique Européen, in 
Chatou, France. Quite a number of the 
letters came from French colonies and 
the Army. Answéring these thousands 
of letters is a ministry itself, and in 
this the students of the Bible college 
are assisting.” 








Observing Sunday.—One of the most 
vigorous societies in England is the 
Lord’s Day Observance Society. Re- 
cently they compelled ‘the cancellation 
of a dance to take place at the Corn 
Exchange, Brighton, on Synday for the 
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Lesson for November 9 


benefit of the Brighton and Hove Jewish 
Home for the Aged, the protest being 
based on the fact that the dance was to 
take place on Corporation property. 


A New Translation—A number of 
English Biblical scholars have been 
working for some time on a new trans- 
lation of the entire Scriptures. It had 
been hoped to have the New Testament 
ready for printing this year, but it is 
now stated that the new version will 
not appear before 1961, and the Old 
Testament some years later. The work 
has been going on now for ten years. 
The names of the scholars involved in 
this task have never been revealed. 


s 


Misunderstandings 
(Continued from second page) 


a good impression upon us by the man- 
ifestation of that which is best in their 
natures. We do not like them. We can- 
not like them. And it is because we 
understand them that they and we are 
always at a misunderstanding. So, 
again, we may be disagreeable to others 
because of our choicest characteristics; 
and even while we are known as we 
are at our best we may not be liked, 
simply because we cannot be. The mis- 
understandings, in such a case, between 
ourselves and those whom we honor 
and admire, .are hopeless, because of 
the understanding between us. We 
understand them at their best, and 
therefore we like them. They under- 
stand us at our best, and therefore they 
cannot like us. ’ 

It is what we are that stands in the 
way of our being what we ought to be. 
It is what we are that causes us to be 
Seen in an unfavorable light by those 
who see us as we are. We can deceive 
ourselves into the thought that we are 
what we ought to be instead of what 
we are; but we cannot always deceive 
others on that point. Hence it is be- 
cause we are understood. by others 
while we are misunderstood by our- 
selves, thaf there are so frequent mis- 
understandings between ourselves and 
others, to their regret and to our sur- 
prise. 

There is a gain in realizing this im- 
portant truth, that many a regretted 
misuriderstanding with one whom we 
prize grows out of our understanding 
and of our being understood. We are 
understood by others better than we 
understand ourselves. The good side 
that we think we have may exist only 
in our fancy. The good side that is, ours 
may be a barrier to our being liked by 
those whose favor we long for. If one 
who has an opportunity of knowing us— 
especially if it be one whose intelligence 
and judgment on other matters we value 
—thinks that we have a fault, a weak- 
hess, or a folly, which we have been 
surest we were free from, let us not say 
that we are misunderstood; but let us 
realize that we have, more -probably, 
misunderstood ourselves; and then let 
us try to profit by our new knowledge 
of our needs and lack, in the hope of 
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doing and of being better as the years 
go by. 

If, again, one who uniformly draws 
out the best that is in our nature, and 
toward whom we unfailingly entertain 
feelings of the highest regard, finds 
nothing winsome and congenial in our 
best qualities, and in’ our most wisely 
considered endeavors, let us not say 
that if we were better known we should 
be better liked; but let us realize that 
it is because we are understood so well 
that we seem always to be in a mis- 
understanding just there; and then let 
us determine’to do our best and to be 
at our best, whether we are understood 
or are misunderstood. 

In short, if our misunderstandings 
with others have grown out of our be- 
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ing understood to have poor qualities 
that we did not suspect, there is a call 
to us to correct this misunderstanding 


a ourselves. If, on the other hand, 


our misunderstandings with others are 
a result of the unwinsomeness of our 
best qualities there is a call to us to 
keep up and to keep on at our best, 
even though the being understood at 
our best gives us no gain beyond the 
gain of being at and of doing our best. 
Meanwhile we ought to understand our- 
selves well enough to know, that in 
ourselves at our best there is little 
enough to be commended by any one, 
and more than enough to be disap- 
proved of by all. 


(To he continued) 


Scripture Distribution at the Brussels Fair 


A joint effort of the Pocket Testament League 
’ and the Belgian Gospel Mission 


. PAUL R. HANETER’S visit 

touched the hearts of the officials 
at the American Pavilion to honor 
Eisenhower’s endorsement: 
“The Pocket Testament League and all 
others engaged in distributing the Bible 
have dedicated themselves to a noble 
work.” They let us bring the Gospels 
into the Pavilion by bus before the 
opening and store them in the telephone 
room. They showed a most friendly 
attitude toward the distribution of the 
Word of God as an exhibit of the free- 
dom of religion in America. Some 
36,000 copies of the Gospel of John were 
distributed during: the months of June 
and July, and at the same time other 
Bible distributing agencies were busily 
engaged at the Bible Pavilion. Praise 
the ‘Lord! s 

As soon as the distribution at the 
American Pavilion was ended, a call 
came from the Open Air Gospel Service 
at the Brussels Race Course camping 
ground. Under the bright sunshine on 
the first Sunday morning of August, the 
Rev. Sumner Osborne, a teacher, and 
Mr. Jan Servaas, a graduate of the 
Belgian Bible Institute, brought a clear 
Gospel message in English translated 
into French. After the meeting a 
goodly number of Gospels in French, 
Flemish, English, and German were dis- 
tributed among the friendly vacationers. 
This will mark the beginning of a 
nationwide distribution through the 
efforts of the Belgian Gospel Mission 
and others who love God’s Word. Truly 
God’s thoughts are above our thoughts 
and His ways are above our ways! 

While I stood at the American 
Pavilion giving out the Word of God, I 
prayed constantly in my heart, “Lord, 
the Bible says, ‘Know ye not that ye 
are the temple of God, and the Spirit 
of God dwelleth in you?’ Now I pre- 


sent my body, a living sacrifice. Spirit 
of God, I pray, use my hand to give out 
Thy Word.” ‘When I saw the multitudes 
as sheep without a shepherd, the Spirit 
of God brought to my memory the 
words of our blessed Lord, “Come unto 
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me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.” It was 
wonderful to see worldly, indifferent 
people stretch out their hands to re- 
ceive a Gospel. Some Roman Catholic 
priests and nuns also received the Word. 

Throughout the World’s Fair there 
was not one free water drinking foun- 
tain. How wonderful is our Lord’s in- 
vitation, “Whosoever will, let him take 
the water of life freely”! Many people 
came to me and asked how much the 
Gospels cost. I showed them the words, 
“It is free,” written in three languages 
by Dr. Vansteenberghe. 

God brought many Christian wit- 
nesses from America, Europe, Africa, 
Asia, and other parts of the world to 
the World’s Fair. Many European visi- 
tors came to me for a Gospel, chiefly 
because of their insatiable curiosity, so 
God gave me a Chinaman’s chance. 

Daily prayers were offered at the 
Belgian Gospel Mission. Many Chris- 
tians in America, Britain, and other 
countries prayed for the distribution of 
God’s Word at the World’s Fair in 
Brussels. Otherwise this would have 
been no different from giving out Gos- 
pels at Times Square in New York or 
at Piccadilly Circus in London. We are 
confident that when God’s Word is 
planted by faith, and watered by prayer, 
God Himself will -give the increase. 

Though I worked only a few hours a 
day, mostly in the afternoon, I felt very 
tired physically. After prayer, I often 
was helped by the poster on the wall: 
“It cost Tyndale his life to translate 
the Bible into your language. What is 
it costing you to give it to others in 
their languages?” 

One time the demand was so great 
that Dr. John C. Winston and I went 
to the printers early.in the morning to 
get 2,000 French Gospels from the press. 
They went like hot cakes! 


Praise God from whom all flow; 
all creatures here ; 
hosts: 
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LESSON 6. NOVEMBER 9. JESUS DESCRIBES DISCIPLESHIP 


Matthew 5 to 7; printed text, 5:1-12 


Golden Text.—Ye are the salt of the earth... . 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Matt. 5:1 And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a 
mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto him: 
2 And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, 
3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for their’s is the kingdom 


of heaven. 


4 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 
for they shall inherit the earth. 
6 Blessed @re they which do hunger and thirst after right- 


5 Blessed are the meek: 


eousness: for they shall be filled. 


7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE Sermon on the Mount is a, spir- 

| itual masterpiece, the homiletical 

classic of all time. Read it re- 

peatedly and your soul will be richly 

blessed. In analyzing the Sermon two 
extremes must be avoided. 

On the one hand, do not regard the 
passage as the sum total of the Chris- 
tian message. Do not recite the thread- 
bare adage: “The Sermon on the Mount 
is all I need; it’s good enough for me.” 
The trouble with this view is that the 
Sermon -advocates such high moral ' 
standards that no man can live up to 
them in his own strength. Seen alone, 
apart from the rest of the Bible, the 
message becomes a counsel of despair. 
Its sentiments are so lofty, and man is 
so sinful by nature, that the Sermon 
drives one to his knees and makes him 
realize his desperate need of a Saviour. 

But the opposite extreme must also 
be shunned. Do not consign the chal- 
lenging words of the Sermon solely to 
the future Kingdom which Christ will 
set up on earth. To do this is to imply 
that the message is not applicable to- 
day. This is dangerous. 

Remember that Christ is King. He is 
here enunciating the principles of His 
Kingdom. These principles apply wher- 
ever His sovereign control is acknowl- 
edged. Do-not be surprised that the 
Beatitudes, as well as the rest of the 
Sermon, present ideals and moral for- 
mulas that run counter to worldly modes 
of thought. The Lord is formulating for 
the perusal of the centuries the eternal 
axioms that govern the outlook and 
conduct of His people. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 5:1—“. . . he went up into a 
mountain ... when-he was set, his dis- 
ciples came unto him.” This introduces 
the majestic Sermon on the Mount. 
The mountain was in Galilee. The 
pressure of the multitude drove Christ 
to a spot where He could more readily 
address His disciples. Teachers of that 


/ 


children of God. 


Ye are the light of the world.—Matt. 5:13, 14 


9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the 


10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake: for their’s is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and perse- 


cute ‘you, and shall say all manner of evil against you — 


for my sake. 


were before you. 


s x x Ss 


day sat while speaking (see Luke 4:20). 

Verse 2—“He opened his mouth, and 
taught them, saying.” The disciples 
were the chief listeners but the people, 
overhearing, “were astonished at his 
doctrine” (Matt. 7:28). 
mon amplifies the theme announced in 
Mark 1:15. The words “opened his 
mouth” suggest a solemn utterance (see 
Dan. 10:16). 

Verse 3.—“Blessed are the poor in 
spirit . . . their’s is the kingdom of 
heaven.” This is the first of eight 
general beatitudes. Christ is announc- 
ing the principles of His Kingdom. 
“Blessed” (Makarioi) means “happy.” 
The poor in spirit are the humble of 
heart who sense their souls’ deepest 
need and turn to the Saviour to meet 
it. Their lowliness is rewarded by the 
blessings of the Kingdom. 


Verse 4—“Blessed are they that 
mourn . .. they shall be comforted.” 
They mourn, not with the “sorrow of 
the world” which “worketh death,” but 
with “godly sorrow” (2 Cor. 7:10). 
They grieve over sin, their own or 
others; or they are passing through the 
deep waters of suffering. But their con- 
solation is always in and from God, the 
“God of all comfort” (2 Cor. 1:3). 


Verse 5,—‘“Blessed are the meek ... 
they shall inherit the earth.” See 
Psalm 37:11. Serene, tranquil, self-con- 
trolled believers—contrary to worldly 
opinion—influence their generation now 
more than the blustering and self-as- 
sertive. The source of their quiet, self- 
less confidence is in God. They are His 
inheritance now, and in due time they 
will enter the heavenly Land of Prom- 
ise. ’ 

Verse 6.—‘“Blessed are they which do 
hunger and thirst . . . they shall be 
filled.” This describes the direction of 
their inner longings. They pant after 
God (Psa. 42:1). The world satiates 
and deceives. But their desire is God’s 
righteousness: for salvation to. begin 
with, and then for daily victory: Their 
aspiration of soul will be rewarded, for 
God is ever faithful. . . 


Verse 7—‘“Blessed are the merciful 


The entire Ser- , 


12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your re- 
ward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which 
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they shall obtain mercy.” The 
exercise of mercy toward others reveals 
a heart, of tenderness and brotherly 
kindness. Even at the human level 
such a mood prompts others to recip- 
rocate in kind. How much more will 
God deal compassionately with those 
who come to Him in faith and with 
forgiving hearts. 

Verse 8—‘“Blessed are the pure in 
heart ... they shall see God.” Purity 
is a condition of vision. The cleansed, 
regenerate soul beholds and understands 
the things of God which are foolishness 
to the “natural man” (1 Cor. 2:14). 
The believer who is walking in holy 
fellowship with his Lord appreciates 


- now the excellencies of his divine Com- 


panion, whom some day he will behold 
face to face (1 John 3:2). 


Verse 9—‘“Blessed are the peace- 


makers ... they shall’ be called the 
children of God.” “Children” is liter- 
ally “sons.” The reference is not merely 


to those of peaceful disposition, but to 
those with an active zeal for the estab- 
lishment and maintenance of peace. 
Where did they acquire this zeal? 
Christ made peace for them “through 
the blood of his cross” (Col. 1:20). His 
reconciling work prompts them to pro- 
mote peace. 

Verse 10—‘“Blessed are they which 
are persecuted ... their’s is the king- 
dom of heaven.” Note that the first and 
last of the eight general beatitudes de- 
scribe a similar reward, the “kingdom 
of heaven” (vv. 3, 10). The virtues 
previously extolled are exhibited, not 
in a monastery, but in the arena of 
opposition. Praiseworthy persecution 
is not that of evildoers (1 Pet. 4:15), 
but of people who champion righteous- 
ness even when iniquity abounds. 

Verse 11—‘“Blessed are ye ... men 
shall revile . . . persecute ... say all 
manner of evil . . . falsely, for my 
sake.” ‘The general beatitudes now be- 
come specific. Note that the word used 
is “when,” not “if.” Our Lord’s disciples 
could expect hostility on His account. 
To “revile” suggests the use of base, 
reproachful names. Persecution can be 
physical, mental, or social. False 
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speech implies slanderqus calummy and 
unfounded accusations. Compare the 
“cruel mockings” (Heb. 11:36). 

Verse 12.—“Rejoice . . . great is your 
reward in heaven: for so persecuted 
they the prophets .. .” (Study 2 Chron. 
36:16; Acts 7:52.) Zechariah (2 Chron. 
24:21), Jeremiah (Jer. 20:2), and others 
felt the crushing weight of persecution. 
The summons is to double rejoicing. 
The assurance is of unusual reward.” 
Deprivation for the Saviour’s sake here 
below finds His compensation in Glory. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The Sermor on the Mount deals pri- 
marily with the relationships of citizens 
of the Kingdom of God. It sets forth 
divine goals for their outlook and be- 
havior. Six relationships are stressed. 

First, to the world (Matt. 5:13, 14). 
As “salt” and “light” believers are to 
maintain their distinctiveness from the 
world, while living beneficently in the 
world. 

Second, to self. Sincerity (6:1-7), 
humility (5:3, 5), and whole-souled 
loyalty (6:22-24) must mark their at- 
titudes. 

Third, to others. Charity (7:1-5), re- 


ciprocity (the “golden rule,” 7:12), 
purity (5:8, 27-30), generosity (5:21- 
26), and love (5:31, 32, 38-48) must 
guide them. 


Fourth, to the Scriptures (5:17-19). 
Christ does not discard the Old Testa- 
ment but accepts and fulfills it. 

Fifth, to God. This is primary. The 
believer must cultivate his prayer life 
(6:8-15; 7:7-11), exhibit confident trust 
in his Heavenly Father (6: 25-34), and ~ 
act in obedience to his Father’s will 
(5:20; 7:21). 

Sixth, to the Law of God (5:17-48). 
Our Lord does not repeal the Law, but 
elevates it by relating it to the thoughts 
and intents of the heart as well as to 
overt deeds. 

Compare the Sermon on the Mount 
with the palace of a king, and the 
Beatitudes become the. eight-stepped 
royal entrance. They reveal the pre- 
liminary heart attitudes that must 
govern those who enter into the re- 
lationships described in the Sermon. 

Notice that the Beatitude ideals run 
counter to worldly standards. The 
world looks for success and happiness 
in riches, not in poverty of spirit; in 
laughter, not ‘in consecrated tears; in 
self-assertiveness, not in meekness; in 
feasting, not in hunger. The reason for 
the contrast? Christ’s “kingdom is not 
of this world” (John 18:36). The 
“prince of this world” is Satan, who, 
our Lord said, “hath nothing in me” 
(John 14:30). The Devil has his stand- 
ards and values. These are precisely 
the opposite of our Lord’s. The King- 
dom of God and the domain of Satan 
have no territory in common. 

As you meditate on the nobility and 
challenge of the Sermon, bear in mind 
that in it Christ is not explaining how 
a person is saved. He is not suggesting, 
for example, that mere lowliness of 
heart guarantees entrance into Heaven. 
He is teaching principles of life and 
conduct that direct those who are al- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


5. November 2.—The Galilean Ministry , 
ONS a EL SC Mark 1:14-39 


Next Week’s -Lesson 


7. November 16.—Jesus’ Healing Min- 
istry. Matthew 8:1-17; Mark 1:29-34a 








ready His disciples, who have already 
put their faith in Him. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The prelude to the Sermon: 
Beatitudes (Matt. 5: 1-12) 

2. The content of the Sermon: human 
relationships (5:13 to 7:12) 

3. The challenge to obedient response 
(vv. 13-27) 

4. The effect of the Sermon 
29) 


Topics for Development 

Christ and the Law. Note the recur- 
ring contrasts, “Ye have heard . . . but 
I say unto you .. .” (Matt. 5:21, 22, 27, 
28, 33, 34). The Saviour was not ab- 
rogating the Law of Moses but lifting 
it to a higher plane. He did not “come 
to destroy the law” (Matt. 5:17). He 
had an extremely high view of the 
Law (Matt. 5:18). He was “made under 
the law” (Gal. 4:4). His parents ful- 
filled the legal regulations at His birth. 
He perfectly obeyed ‘the precepts of 
the Law; no one could convict Him of 
sin (John 8:46). He fulfilled the Law 
(Matt. 5:17); its prophetic types found 
their focus in Him (see Heb. 9: 11-14, 18- 
28). In the Sermon on the Mount He 
applies the Law to the inner motives of 
men’s hearts. He redefines iniquity on 
the basis of this higher moral code and 
challenges His hearers not to mere 
technical obedience but to a closer walk 
with God. The Law of Moses was a 
“schoolmaster,” teaching human failure 
and thus bringing men to Christ for 
Salvation (Gal. 3:24). How much more 
should our Lord’s Sermon make the 
sinner realize his moral inadequacy and 
need, and thus lead him to Calvary. 


the 


(vv. 28, 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HAT does “blessed” mean? 
2. How many general Beatitudes 
does Christ utter? 

3. What two extremes must be 
avoided in studying the Sermon on the 
Mount? 

4. What virtues, according to the 
Sermon, must characterize the believer’s 
relationship to God? 

5. Name three items dealing with 
one’s relationship to God. 

6. What reward is promised to the 
pure in heart? 

7. Who is the “prince of this world”? 
(John 14:30.) 

8. Where is the Golden Rule found? 

9. Upon what two bases may men’s 
houses of faith and obedience be built? 

10. What differentiated Christ’s teach- 
ing from that of the scribes? 


(Answers on page 788) 
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Christ warned His _dis- 
ciples that this would be their lot (Matt. 


Persecution. 


5:11); that persecution would take 
several forms; that prophets of old had 
similarly suffered; but that rewards 
awaited in Glory. Paul notified Tim- 
othy that “all that will live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” 
(2 Tim. 3:12). Tribulation has ever 
been the portion of believers. Read 
Acts 4:1-3; 5:17, 18; 8:1. The early 
centuries of the Christian Era witnessed 
frightful persecutions. Believers were 
maliciously accused of atheism, incest, 
cannibalism, anti-statism, and other 
slanderous evils. Multiplied thousands 
perished. 

Try to understand the reason for all 
this. The Devil loathes.the things of 
God. When our Lord was on earth he 
assailed Him in every conceivable way 
(see, e.g., John 13:2, 27). But now that 
Christ is in Glory the Devil attacks 
His body, the Church. He does this 
in a variety of ways. He prompts 
wicked men to pour out their wrath 
upon the godly; persecution, and often 
death, results. 


Practical Applications 

Do you want an antidote to frustra- 
tion and restlessness? Are you tired 
of not being recognized? Meditate a 
bit: “Blessed are the poor in spirit.” 
Let this sink in. Relax! 

Purity of heart. You will never at- 
tain this by making New Year’s resolu- 
tions every Monday. The very will 
that makes the resolution breaks it. [If 
you are a believer yield to the Holy 
Spirit who dwells within you. He will 
work out in you the victory you crave. 

Where are you searching for happi- 
ness? In things, or popularity, or 
achievement, or satisfaction of appetite 
—or in the living God? 

Are you looking for rewards in this 
life? Hypocrites have theirs (Matt. 
6:2). Great reward in Heaven awaits 
faithful hearts. 

Behold your moral stature in the 
mirror of the Sermon on the Mount. 
Does the reflection please or stagger 
you? Why not take a candid inven- 
tory now? 


Golden Text 

Matt. 5:13, 14—“Ye are the salt of 
the earth ... Ye are the light of the 
world.” The effectiveness of both salt 
and light depends upon their intrinsic 
strength and distinctiveness from what 
they flavor or illumine. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 


x 


The Busy Men’‘s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And seeing the multitudes, he went 
up into a mountain ...” (Matt. 5:1). — 
The closing verses of the previous chap- 
ter reveal the fact that our Lord’s teach- 
ing, preaching, and healing ministry 
caused His fame to spread throughout 
Syria. 

The substance of His preaching was . 
the gospel of the Kingdom of Heaven 
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—not Heaven itself, nor the Gospel of 
the grace of God which we preach. The 
substance of the Gospel to be preached 
today is the death of Christ for our 
~ Sins, His burial, His bodily resurrection, 
‘ and His manifestation after rising from 
among the dead (1 Cor. 15:3-5). 

He preached the good news that the 
kingdom the prophets foretold was “at 
hand.” For He was their King, and His 
power was demonstrated in the healing 
of “all manner of disease,” and the 
casting out of demons. His preaching 
and His miracles appealed to great mul- 
titudes, and they followed Him. 

Latterly, they were influenced by the 
chief priests, and “cried out the more 
exceedingly, Crucify him” (Mark 15: 11- 
14). How fickle crowds can be! It is 
no wonder the poet, Lowell, wrote: 

They are slaves who dare not be 
In the right with two or three. 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit .. .” 
(Matt. 5:3).—It is worthy of special 
notice that the very first word of the 
Sermon on the Mount is “Blessed”— 
which is the purpose of God for hu- 
manity. Dr. G. Campbell Morgan says: 
“One might, with perfect accuracy, ren- 
der that word ‘happy.’ As a matter of 
fact, taking the two words, ‘blessed’ and 
‘happy,’ as we use them today, both 
values are found in the word which 
our Lord employed. Blessedness today 
suggests a condition, while happiness 
describes a consciousness. I repeat then, 
that both ideas are in the word that 
our Lord used. Personally, I always 
want to use another word, the word 
‘prosperous,’ for prosperity includes the 
condition of blessedness, and the con- 
sciousness of happiness. The nature of 
the blessedness or happiness, or pros- 
perity, is revealed in the octave of 
Beatitudes.” 

It must have been a revelation to 
the people to hear the Lord place the 
blessing on character rather than on 
conduct; for, to this day, man’s thought 
on the subject is expressed in the say- 
ing of Congreve, “For blessings ever 
wait on virtuous deeds.” 

Certainly conduct springs from char- 
acter. But character is supreme. What 
a person is, is better or worse than what 
he does (Matt. 12:34, 35). 

Visit any Hall of Fame on earth and 
it will become apparent that the world 
honors its heroes for what they have 
done—not for what they were .in their 
inmost beings. 

When the Lord said, “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit ... ,” “Blessed are they 
that mourn . .. ,” “Blessed are the meek 
...,” and so forth, He was not enumerat- 
ing what men call the “heroic virtues.” 
What room is there ‘in present-day 
schools of philosophy for such char- 
acters? 

Dr. W. B. Riley, in “The Bible of the 
Expositor and the Evangelist,” says of 
the Lord Jesus: “He was mental leagues 


removed from the Darwin philosophy 
that civilization made a mistake in 
checking the processes of elimination 
by building ‘asylums for the imbeciles, 
the maimed and the sick,’ instituting 
‘laws for the poor,’ and creating ‘medi- 
cal skill that sought to save the weakest 
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life even to the last moment,’ or ‘by 
vaccination preserved thousands who 
had better have succumbed to small- 
pox,’ to save society from having its 
‘weaklings propagated.’” 

Continuing, Dr. Riley said: “He was 
still more remotely removed from 
Nietzsche, who, adopting Darwinism, 
carried the philosophy a step further 
and pled with people not to be ‘soft,’ 
but ‘hard’ instead; to cease from moral 
considerations, which indicated a low 
grade of intellect, and substitute for 
them the will to one’s own end, and 
the means to accomplish it.” 

“Ye are the salt of the earth... Ye 
are the light of the world .. .” (Matt. 
5:13, 14)—These verses show that al- 
though the multitudes heard the ser- 
mon, and expressed astonishment at 
its conclusion, the Lord addressed Him- 
self to His disciples. For, apart from 
the new birth, of which the Lord had 
spoken earlier (John 3), there is no 
possibility of persons becoming “the 
salt of the earth,” and “the light of the 
world.” 

The Waitomo Cave in New Zealand is 
rich in stalactite and stalagmite forma- 
tions and is actually lighted by millions 
of glowworms. Hundreds of tourists 
visit the cave every year to see this 
amazing sight of living illumination, for 
the insects line the roof and do not 
twinkle. 

We may each have a very little light 
to give out, but if each Christian in a 
community shines in ‘conjunction with 
the others, there will be a brilliant glow 
that even the most adverse critic will 
not be able to gainsay. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTtep HyMNns 
“QO Worship the King” 
“Jesus Bids Us Shine” 
“More Like the Master” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Eternal 


God, our Father, we- deserve so little “ 


and receive so much of Thy goodness. 
Accept our thanks and fill us with such 
love to Thee as will impel us to please 
Thee always. Forgive our pride and 
all sinful desires and their indulgence. 
Bless us with Christlike love for others 
and bless this lesson to us that the light 
of Christ may shine out from our lives 
more and more. Heal the sick where 
that is best for them and comfort and 
help all afflicted folk. Give the nations 
peace based on right and guide their 
leaders that Thy will may be done. 
Grant the answer to the age-long prayer 
of Thy Church and let Thy Kingdom 
come and men acknowledge Thee in all 
the earth, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In our Golden 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 


/ 
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Text our Lord calls His disciples the 

light of the world. Then He tells them 

to let their light shine like a lighted 

candle placed on a candlestick to give 

light to all. 

Jesus bids us shine, with a clear, pure light, 

Like a little candle burning in the night; 

In this world of darkness we must shine, 

You in your small corner, and I in mine. 
—Anna B. Warner 


In Proverbs 20:27 we read, “The spirit 
“of man is the candle of the Lord.” 
Since we are people, not candles, we 
can refuse Christ and His lighting up 
of our lives. Unconverted, we are like 
unlit candles that give no light. But a 
candle cannot light itself; it must be 
lighted, and that is what occurs when 
we yield to the influence of the Holy 
Spirit and let the Saviour in. Then, as 





LORD: 


as" ME ist ME 


THAT | MAY SHINE FOR THEE 











we trust and obey the Lord, He directs 
and places us where He wants us to 
shine for Him. So, living for Him, we 
are one of His lights in the world. 

But to start shining is one thing and 
to keep right on is another. To con- 
tinue to shine for Jesus our light must 
be constantly fed and _ accasionally 
trimmed. A candle burns only as long 
as its wick is fed by the wax. In the 
Lord Jesus we have an unfailing supply 
of all we need to feed our souls and 
keep shining. Feeding on God’s Word 
and obeying it will keep our light shin- 
ing. And when hindrances, like burnt 
wick, dim our shining, the Lord re- 
moves them by His touch of discipline. 
So, by constant feeding and careful 
trimming, He keeps us shining brightly 
for Him. 

Caueary, ALTA., CAN. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, if you are well content 

with your present state of Christian 
life this lesson may not do you any 
good. If on the other hand you are 
burdened with the consciousness that 
you are not what you ought to be and 
are wishing you might find a way to 
be not only contented but supremely 
happy, then you may have it here ‘in 
what is called the Beatitudes. This 5th 
chapter of Matthew, the beginning of 
the Sermon on the Mount, opens up 
eight basic principles of a happy Chris- 
tian life. “Blessed” is the word with 
which each statement begins. The orig- 
inal Greek word from which it is trans- 
lated is makarios, which also means 
“supremely blessed.” It is no ordinary 
blessedness. Remember, God’s rewards 
are always of the highest order. He 
gives only the best. 

Let us consider some of them. 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for 
their’s is the kingdom 6f heaven.” What 
is “poor in spirit’? We can answer 
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that by looking at what it is not. An 
egotist is not poor in spirit. A con- 
ceited person is not poor in spirit. A 
boaster is not poor in spirit. A resent- 
ful, angry, vengeful person is not poor 
in spirit. It is not surprising that such 
a person is unlikely to attain to the 
kingdom of Heaven. 

This might also help us to understand 
the next one: “Blessed are the meek: 
for they shall inherit the earth.” A 
proud person is not meek. A selfish 
person is not meek. The meek person 
is approachable. You are not embar- 
rassed in his presence. He is one who 
may be trusted with large values for 
he will not exploit them for his own 
gain, but in the interest of others. 
Moses is called the méekest man in the 
Bible, and God committed to him the 
welfare and leadership of His Chosen 
People through forty miraculous years 
of wandering in the wilderness and his 
name occupies top place in the Old 
Testament hall of fame. ‘ 

“Blessed are the pure in heart: for 
they shall see God.” Look again at the 
Greek original for pure: it is katharos, 
and its outstanding meaning is “clean.” 
A clean heart. What is that? It is a 
heart that does not entertain immoral 
thoughts. Proverbs 23:6, 7 speaks of 
one “that hath an evil eye,” and then 
says, “for as he thinketh in his heart, 
so is he.” The heart, the will, and the 
mind are all closely connected. Second 
Corinthians 10:3, 4 says, “For though 
we walk in the flesh, we do not war 
after the flesh: (for the weapons of our 


‘ warfare are not carnal, but mighty 


through God to the pulling down of 
strong holds;) casting down imagina- 
tions, and every high thing that exal- 
teth itself against the knowledge of 
God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to -the obedience of Christ.” 
“Blessed are the pure in heart: for 
they shall see God.” We cannot see 
God with the physical eye, but un- 
questionably there is a spiritual sense 
by which we may see Him, if the heart 
is pure—“clean.” “For God, who com- 
manded the light to shine out of dark- 
ness, hath shined in our hearts, to give 
the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 
Cor. 4:6). That must be spiritual sight; 
it cannot be physical. 

Even as I wrote that statement, the 
telephone rang.’ It was “long distance” 
calling from a distant state and the 
voice of a young woman I have not 
seen nor heard in nearly thirty years; 
yet the voice was cheery arid vibrant 
—easily recognized. She was a mission- 
ary in the Appalachian Mountains and 
endured many hardships and privations 
incident to that particular field. She 
contracted glaucoma and lost her eye- 
Sight completely. For the past twenty 
years and more she has been absolutely 
dependent upon a faithful companion 
for everything; cannot go anywhere 
alone, cannot read—yet one would 
think, hearing her talk, that she was in 
the prime of health and in possession 
of every faculty; not a sign of complaint, 
only talking happiness. The secret? 
She actually lives in the presence, in 


‘fourth fish was gone! 
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the personal adorableness of her Lord. 
He lives in her heart because her heart 
has been entirely committed to Him— 
and it is pure. He gave His life for her; 
she has given her life to Him. The 
twenty-four hours of her day are all 
total physical darkness, but she lives 
in the “light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 
“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they 
shall see God.” ~ 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
x 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


OME of you girls are helping a Pri- 
mary child to read the book, “Sto- 
ries I Can Read Myself About the Lord 
Jesus” Next time you teach your pu- 
pil, have him read Story 3. Before he 
reads it, have him show you the words 
in the story that he has’ recently 
learned, “Jesus,” and “they.” Be sure 
to ask.a few questions so that your 
pupil will think of the meaning of what 
he reads. Then tell him this story to 
help him learn the sound of c. 

Carl_liked very much to eat fresh fish. 
One Saturday afternoon he went fishing 
with his father. When they got to the 
river he baited his fishhook, just as his 
father did his. Then they sat on the 
bank ‘and waited. Before it was time to 
go home, Carl caught two small fish 
and so did his father. On the way home, 
Carl thought about the fish. He said to 
himself, “There'll be one for Father, 
one for Mother, one for me, and an 
extra one. If I eat the fastest, Ill 
get the extra one!” 

At supper, the platter of fish was 
passed around. When it was set down 
again, there was one fish left. Carl be- 
gan to eat his fish as fast as he could. 
He was in such a hurry that he did not 
see one of the bones in his fish till it 
stuck in his throat. He began to say, 
“C-c-c,” and his face grew red. His 
mother told him to go and get a drink 
of water, but it did not help. He still 
said, “C-c-c.” Then his mother came 
and got him some hot water to drink. 
That softened the bone, so that it went 
down. Carl felt much better when it 
was gone. He did not have to say 
“C-c-c” any more. He went back to 
the table to finish his dinner, but the 
Carl was sorry 
he ‘had been so greedy. The Lord does 
not like children to be greedy. When 
I see the letter c I think of greedy Carl 
and his fishhook, and the bone that 
stuck in his throat, because this letter 
says “c.” Don’t you think it looks 
something like a fishhook? See how 
many words you can find in Story 3 
that start with c. 

After telling this, turn the thoughts 
of your pupil back to the lesson. Tell 
him that following Jesus means being 
like Him and obeying Him. 

Today’s lesson, found in‘ Matthew 5, 
will give you some definite suggestions 
on what it means to follow the Lord. 
Some months ago w¢ made visual aids 
for the Beatitudes. You can show yours 
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to your pupil as you explain the mean- 
ing of these verses. ‘ 

To be poor in spirit is to be like our 
Saviour. He lived in Heaven where > 
all the angels bowed before Him. Yet 
He willingly left all the glory there amd 
came to earth, where He was so poor 
He had no place to lay His head. If we 
are poor in spirit, we will be willing to 
give up things we like to help others. 

The next verse says, “Blessed are 
they that mourn.” Jesus felt sorry for 
those who were sad. He wept at the 
grave of Lazarus. Then He raised him 
from the dead. We should feel sorry 
for those in trouble, and‘do anything 
we can to help them. 

Verse 5 says, “Blessed are the meek.” 
To be meek is the opposite of being 
proud. Jesus was meek. When people 
told lies about Him, He did not say a 
single word. 

Verse 7 says, “Blessed are the mer- 
ciful.” The Lord shows kindness to 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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those who do not deserve it. If we are 
going to follow Christ we must be mer- 
ciful. We must be kind to others, even 
if they have been unkind to us. 

Verse 8 speaks of the- pure in heart. 
John 3:5 tells us that there was no sin 
in our Saviour. He wants us to keep 
our bodies, minds, and hearts pure, so 
we must refuse to look at, or listen to 
impure things. 


The next verse says, “Blessed are the 


peacemakers.” The Lord Jesus died on 
the cross to make peace between God 
and man. He wants His followers to be 
peacemakers in their homes and wher- 
ever they go. We must never do or 
say anything that would cause trouble, 
but instead help everyone we can. 

The last “Blesseds” are about being 
. persecuted because we are followers of 
Christ. We can never be as badly 
treated as Jesus was. But we may be 
teased or despised because we show that 
we_ belong to Christ. This is an honor 
for which we will be rewarded in 
Heaven. 

Let us test ourselves by the Beat- 
itudes, asking the Lord to help us de- 
velop the qualities we lack. The more 
we become like our Saviour, the better 
testimony we will have, and the more 
honor we will bring to Him. 





The book, “Stories I Can Read Myself About 
the Lord Jesus,’’ may be obtained this qfiarter 
for 50c from V. D. Gunderson, Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 4 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


His Lamp.—Ye are the salt of the 


earth ... Ye are the light of the world 
(Matt. 5:13, 14, Golden Text). 
His lamp am I, ‘ ° 


To shine where He shall say: 

And lamps are not for sunny rooms, 

Nor for the light of day. 

But for dark places of the earth, 

Where shame and crime and wrong 

have been... . 

And so, sometimes a flame we find, 

Clear shining through the night, 

So bright we do not see the lamp 

But only see the light. 

So may I shine—His life the flame— 

That men may glorify His name. 
—From Annie Johnson Flint, in King’s 
Business. Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, 


Otego, N. Y. 


Only Paupers Qualify.—Blessed are 
the poor in spirit: for their’s is the 
kingdom of heaven (Matt. 5:3). Come, 
ye penniless sinners, come and receive 
the bounty of Heaven. Come, ye who 
mourn your want of penitence, come 
and receive repentance, and every other 
heavenly gift, from Him who is the sin- 
ner’s friend, exalted on high to give re- 
pentance and remission of sins. But 
you must come empty-handed, ‘and sue, 
as the lawyers say, in forma pauperis, 
for in no. other form will the Lord give 
ear to you. “He hath filled the hungry 


with good things; and the rich he hath 
sent empty away.”—From Charles H. 
Spurgeon, in The Gospel Witness. Sent 
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by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 
Prize illustration. 


The Rock Breaker.—Blessed are the 
meek: for they shall inherit the earth 
(Matt. 5:5). 
tiny rock plant called saxifrage, mean- 
ing “rock breaker.” ‘By its gentle, per- 
sistent growth it is capable of splitting 
rocks to obtain a place for larger 
growth; yet this little plant .can be 
crushed between finger and thumb. 
You and we often feel weak and feeble, 
but by gentle, loving, persistent prayer 
we .can split stony, sinful hearts open 
to the love of God; we can rend moun- 
tains of Gifficulty and make them a 
way; we can crack rocks of opposition 
and let in the light. So long as its roots 
hold, the plant keeps on working. 
Rooted and grounded in Christ, you and 
we can work together quietly and pa- 
tiently for Him—From The Millions. 
Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


God’s Mercy.—Blessed are the mer- - 


ciful: for they shall obtain mercy 
(Matt. 5:7). When Thomas Hooker was 
dying, one said to him, “Brother, you 
are going to receive the reward of your 
labors.” He humbly replied, “Brother, 
I am going to receive mercy.”—From 
Spurgeon’s Sermon Notes. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Your Secret Corner.—Blessed are the 
pure in heart: for they shall see God 
(Matt. 5:8). When our daughter was 
a little girl, she once visited a friend 
over a week end. While she was away, 
I cleaned the house thoroughly, and 
expected she would mention it when 
she returned. When she did not seem 
to notice it, I said, “Ruth, don’t you 
think everything here looks nice?” She 
quickly answered, “Let me see the 
desk.” In our living room was a roll- 
top desk, and when the cover was down 
it meant that all was not as it should 
be on the inside. Yes, that day every- 
thing in the house was in place except 
the things that were hidden in the 
desk. Anyone else would have thought 
the house immaculate, but the one who 
lived there knew why the top was 
down. We may fool other people, but 
God knows what is in the secret corner. 
Have you a roll-top desk in your heart? 
—From Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


How He “Settled” an Enemy.— 
Blessed are the peacemakers: for they 
shall be called the children of God 
(Matt. 5:9). This 9-year-old holds the 
answer to a lot of problems. When he 
and his parents moved to a suburban 
apartment, the first thing he did was to 
get on his bicycle and begin scouring 
the neighborhood. In a short time he 
met up with a 10-year-old boy who 
crouched behind a stone wall and fired 
at him with a BB gun. This worried 
the younger boy’s parents, since little 
boys’ eyes are virtually irreplaceable. 
Next day his father asked him, “Well, 
did you run into the boy with the BB 
gun again today?” “Oh, I settled things 
with him,” his son replied placidly. 
“What'd you do to him, get yourself a 


Known .to gardeners is a- 
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baseball bat?” “No, made friends.”— 
From Atlanta Journal. Sent by Mrs. 
A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 

Ridiculed, Yet Trusted.—Blessed are 
ye, when men shall revile you, and 
persecute you, and shall say all man- 
ner of evil against you falsely, for my 
sake (Matt. 5:11). Dr. Will H. Houghton 
told of a soldier who ultimately was 
made a Christian believer through see- 
ing his companions make fun of an- 
other soldier who was a believer in 
Christ. The thing that impressed him 
was the fact that, though they made 
fun of this man, they were willing to 
leave their money in his possession 
for safekeeping!—From the 
Monthly. Sent by the Rev. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


WwW. FP. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Jesus Teaches How To Live 
(Matt. 5:1-9) 

F YOU were to make rules for being 

happy, what would you say? (Put 
on the blackboard as a heading “How 
to be happy,” and list children’s sug- 
gestions, such as: plenty of money, good 
clothes, new car, travel, play instead 
of work.) You may not believe me, 
but these rules for being happy do not 
work! Some of the most unhappy peo- 
ple in the whole world have money, 
clothes, car, travel, fun; yet kill them- 
selves to get away from it all. Children 
with big allowances are no happier 
than you. There are quarrels and 
grumbles in good clothes and fine cars. 
Children who can have anything they 
want are often the crossest of all. No, 
these rules do not work, though it 
seems as if almost everybody thinks 
they will! . (Erase these suggestions.) 

So the Lord Jesus took time one day 
to tell people how to be happy, not for 
five minutes or a day but forever. 
Around Him ‘were the men He had 
called to follow Him. Can you tell 
about them? Great crowds from all 
that part of the world gathered because 
He had begun to heal unhappy folks 
who were sick or had evil spirits in 
control of them. People were thrilled 
at His preaching: The Kingdom of God 
is coming! They wanted to know what 
God had to say, and the Lord Jesus 
could tell them. He sat on a hillside 
and His voice rang out clear in the 
morning air. His first message was on 
how to be happy, a message for you 
and me:as well as for Peter and John. 
Shall we listen carefully? 

(Read Matt. 5:3.) What! Be satis- 
fied to be poor, instead of wanting 
money and clothes and things! Why? 
Because you have the Kingdom of God! 
And that’s bigger and better than all 
the money and cars in the world, isn’t 
it? Just think! You have God and 
love and Heaven. The love and joy 
and peace He puts in your heart when 
you belong to Him are better than 
thrills and fun. (Under the title “How 
to be happy” write “Don’t be wanting 


Moody ° 











'iaorT™ + = @& 


~~ rw OOr we I 





Lesson for November 9 


things.”) And don’t be proud of what 
you have, either! By “poor in spirit” 
the Lord meant a lot more, but that is a 
beginning for you. 

Listen again! (v. 4.) Be happy by 
being sad is a contradiction, isn’t it! 
Sad about what? About sin and wrong. 
If you don’t “give a hang” about doing 
something wrong, you will surely get 
into trouble and plenty of it! But if 
you are sorry about the wrong thing, 
God will forgive you, and you will be 
kept from going on into bigger sin. 
Your heart will feel light and happy 
over His forgiveness! (Add to the list: 
“Be sorry for sin.” Then read v. 5, and 
add: “Be unselfish.”) You can afford 
to share and give up. Look at all that 
belongs to you! (1 Cor. 3:21b-23.) No 
one can take the most important things 
from you. 

Instead of wanting—hungering and 
thirsting—for things, money, or fame, 
want to be good (v. 6). First, you take 
God’s forgiveness for all the bad, and 
He makes you clean and good. Then 
you want to keep right. When you are 
right, you feel happy. If you want to 
be happy, be kind (v. 7). If you want 
to be happy, keep a clear conscience 
(v. 8). Suppose it is not, how can you 
get it that way? If you want to be 
happy, do not quarrel (v. 9). 

The last two Beatitudes (vv. 8, 9) are 
the Memory Verse. Move the book- 
marks to Matthew 5 and to Luke 6:20. 
Luke also tells the Lord’s rules for not 
being happy (vv. 24, 25). Have a happy 
week! 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AN and Dave and Paul were play- 
ing football. All three of the boys 
attend the same Sunday school, but on 
this particular Saturday morning they 
were too busy having fun in the fallen 
leaves with their football to be thinking 


about going to Sunday school the next. 


day. The game itself was a lot of fun, 
but one thing that made Dan unhappy 
was to see Dave and Paul fight with 
each other. The game was interrupted 
too many times because the two had 
arguments—usually over something that 
didn’t make too much difference. Why 
didn’t those two get along together, 
Dan wondered. “Dear Lord, please 
don’t let them fight,” he whispered. 

Something inside Dan—he knew it 
must be God’s voice—said, “Why don’t 
you do something about it?” 

“Me do something about it? What 
can I do, Lord?” Dan wanted to know. 

And then he knew what to do. The 
Lord had reminded him of words from 
the Bible—“Blessed are the peace- 
makers: for they shall be called the 
children of God” (Matt. 5:9). Peace- 
makers would be happy people. God’s 
Word said so. And if there was any- 
thing that was needed that day (and 
every day that Dave and Paul were 
together), it was'peace. After all, both 
of them were Christians and they 
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should certainly get along together, Dan 
reasoned. Something had to be ddne, 
and had to be done now. 

“Hey, you fellows,” Dan _ shouted. 
“Quit that fighting. Come on over here 
and sit down.” When the two simply 
turned and looked at Dan, he added: 
“I mean it. Get over here and get 
over here quick.” 

For some unknown reason (I believe 
it must have been the Lord moving 
them) the two obeyed and went and 
sat down in the middle of the leaves 
along with Dan. “Now listen, you two,” 
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Dan commanded (he was surprised at 
himself—he did not usually order peo- 
ple around like this). “If we’re going to 
play football, we’re going to play foot- 
ball. If it’s fighting we’re going to do 
then we better get boxing gloves. I’m 
going to tell you something. We can 
have a lot of fun together when you 
two are good sports. But when you 
each always want your own way, and 
fight about it, then nobody has any fun. 
You know as well as I do what we 
learned in ‘Sunday school last Sunday. 
You know that the Lord Jesus said in 
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Viet Nam hungry children are praying for food. 
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The U.S. government now makes available to the 
World Relief Commission surplus foods. 

$1 will send 148 pounds of food. $473 will 
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All food and supplies shipped by World Relief 
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His Sermon on the Mount: ‘Blessed are 
the merciful: for they shall obtain 
mercy.’ You know what’s the trouble 
with you two? You aren’t merciful 
with each other. And if the Lord Jesus 
were standing here right now (and I 
believe He is!) He would tell you both, 
‘Be merciful to each other.’ You ought 
to know how good the Lord Jesus has 
been to you. He’s forgiven both of you 
—and me—of our sins. He puts up with 
us when we don’t live as we ‘know 
Christians should live. It seems to me 
that every time you two start to fight 
you ought to remember how good the 
Lord Jesus has been to you. That ought 
to make you merciful to each other. 
And remember what the teacher said 
that ‘mercy’ means? It means to love 
each other, to put up with each other, 
and we show mercy by things we say 
and things we do. You know right 
well that if unsaved fellows were 
around here they never would think of 
you two as being Christians.” 

Dan never stopped for breath. He 
kept right on going. “If you two don’t 
start being merciful to each other, other 
people aren’t going to be merciful to 
you. The Lord Jesus also said, ‘Blessed 
are the pure in heart: for they shall 
see God.’ You’re not being very pure 
in your hearts when you keep wanting 
your own way and then fight about it. 
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I’m telling you right now for your own 
good, either you start putting Christ 
first in your life and be willing to give 
in to each other, or you're going to 
have it rough. The Lord Jesus will 
punish you somehow or other, because 
you both know better. Now come on, 
let’s have fun. 
football and enjoy it.” 

And that is just what they did. And 
every time after that that the two were 
tempted to fight, they remembered what 
Dan, the peacemaker, had said. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 783) 


1. “Happy.” 
2. Eight. 


3. Regarding it as the entire Gospel; 
relegating it exclusively to the future. 


4. Charity, reciprocity, purity, gen- 
erosity, and love. 


5. Prayer, trust, and obedience. 

6. They “shall see God” (Matt. 5:8). 
7. The Devil. 

8. Matthew 7: 12. 


9. Rock and sand (Matt. 7: 24-27). 


10. He taught with authority (Matt. 
7:29). 
ALTADENA, CALIF. 


* 
With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less. 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs: 





The Bible Cookbook. By Marian 
Maeve: O’Brien. (Bethany Press, Box 
179, St. Louis 3; $3.95.) Since faith and 
food are closely bound up with daily 
living, Mrs. O’Brien feels they should 
be combined in some special and beau- 
tiful book. Her search for Bible texts 
concerning food and for culinary cus- 
toms of ancient times has deepened 
this desire. The resulting volume be- 
gins with a variety of graces in prose 
and poetry, ancient and modern, one 
being an original from a_ three-year- 
old child. Chapter two on meals de- 
scribes the Biblical eating times includ- 
ing the “Cena,” or evening dinner. “The 
Ten Commandments for Planning Good 
Meals” is next in line, and is followed 
by many actual menus served two thou- 
sands years ago. Succeeding chapters 
use a similar plan—a chat connecting 
the subject with ancient’ days, ten com- 
mandments for that special branch of 
cookery, then a variety of related re- 
cipes, each named for some person or 
place in the Bible. One feels a decided 
urge to sample Vashti bread, Hens 
Damaris with Sauce Onesimus, and 
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Sherbert Idumea. Not always, however, 
are Bible names tacked on as imagina- 
tion dictates, far the “Challah” or Nob 
bread, for example, is still the superior 
Sabbath bread of Israelites, and Angel’s 
bread is the favorite of the author’s 
grandmother. Bible texts, finish off 
many of the pages, while the volume 
closes with “Weights, Measures, and 
Definitions,” and with indexes of re- 
eipes and Bible references. 


Object Talks for Special Occasions. 
By Ruth C. Clark. (Standard Pub. 
Foundation, Cincinnati 31; $1, glossy 
cover.) Some books on object lessons 
strike the teacher as too difficult in 
number or kind of materials to be as- 
sembled, or too lacking in comment on 
child level, but Miss Clark’s twenty- 
nine lessons. are satisfying on both 
counts. All the lessons follow the year’s 
special days that loom so large in a 
child’s mind, as for example, “Honest 
You,” “The Biggest Fool of All,” and 
“Unmasking Time”—Lincoln’s Birthday, 
April Fool’s Day; and Halloween re- 
spectively. Each lesson has its own 
Bible text, list of materials (often pic- 
tured), and a spiritual application that 
includes some fundamental of the Gos- 
pel message. All Scripture references 
used are indexed. 


Kalena. By Esma _ Ridout Booth. 
(Longmans, Green and Co., Inc., New 
York 3; $3.) According to custom, 
Kalena, a young African girl, was be- 
trothed by her father to the son of an 
African chief in a neighboring province. 
Meantime, she decides to go to a school 
for girls for a year. She meets a young 
man with medical training, an accepted 
physician, and she decides she does not 
want to marry the chief’s son, even 
though his father has already paid a 
large sum for his son’s bride. Kalena 
studies for a teacher, and promises her 
father that she will help him pay back 
the money. The entire story deals with 
African life and thinking, particularly 
among schoolgirls. It is not a mission- 
ary story. 
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Archaeology Conference To 
Feature Dead Sea Scrolls 


HE annual Wheaton Archaeology 

Conference will be held the after- 
noon and evening of Monday, Novem- 
ber 3, at Wheaton College, Wheaton, 
Il. 

The speaker will be Dr. John Trever, 
young scholar who first photographed 
the Dead Sea Scrolls and brought them 
to the attention of the scholarly world. 
Dr. Trever will speak on “The Discov- 
ery of the Dead Sea Scrolls,” and in a 
second lecture will talk on “The Flowers 
and Plants of the Bible.” He spent the 
earlier part of this year on a research 
project in Palestine, identifying and 


studying the flora of the Holy Land. 

Dr. Joseph Free; professor of archae- 
ology at Wheaton College, will show 
illustrated motion pictures of this year’s 
excavation at Dothan, 60 miles north 
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of Jerusalem, where a section of the 
city was uncovered on top of the mound 
dating back 3,000 years to the time of 
Solombn. On the slopes several city 
walls, going back 5,000 years, were ex- 
cavated. 

The public is cordially invited to the 
sessions of the conference.. 
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Children at Home 


Helen Helps 
By Thomas M. Koeppel 


669 WISH I could sew the way you do,” 

I sighed Helen as she sat watching 
her sister Sue expertly cutting from a 
pattern a sleeve for a house dress. The 
dress was for the missionary box at 
their church. 

“I couldn’t always sew dresses,” re- 
plied her sister, “I learned by sewing on 
buttoris and then making doll dresses.” 





“I don’t like to sew on buttons or 
make doll dresses,” stated Helen. “I 
want to sew real dresses as you do.” 

“I didn’t like sewing ‘on buttons 
either, but it taught me how to handle 
a needle and thread,” replied her sister 
Sue. 

“I always stick my finger,” 
plained Helen. 

“That’s because you need practice. 
Why don’t you sew on more buttons 
until you learn?” suggested Sue. 

“Maybe if I sewed for someone else 
I wouldn’t mind it so much,” mused 
Helen. “My teacher said if we help 
others it makes us feel good.” 

“That’s a splendid idea!” exclaimed 
sister Sue. 


com- 








The Lord will go through with His 
covenant engagements. Whatever He 
takes in hand He will accomplish; hence 
past mercies are guarantees for the fu- 
ture and admirable reasons for con- 
tinuing to cry unto Him.—C, H. Spur- 
geon. 








790 (14) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


Please send the TIMES for one year to the following. Send card 


to each__ ee 


Name 





Address 





Name 





Address 





Name 





Address 





ae ee ee eee” 





Address____ 





Name 





Address 





Name__ 





Address 





Order sent by__ 





Address ______ 





(see reverse side for information) 





After watching her sister a little 
while longer Helen asked, “Sue, do you 
have any dresses that need buttons?” 

“Why, yes,” replied her sister, “just 
this morning one came off my blue 
blouse. I was planning on wearing it 
tonight.” 

“Tl sew it on for you,” volunteered 
Helen. 

“Fine, I'll get it,” she said, going to 
the closet. “Here it is, and here is the 
button, and there is a needle and thread 
in my sewing basket.” 

Helen carefully sewed the button in 
exactly the right place. When she had 
finished she showed it to her sister. 

“That’s a fine job! Thank you,” said 
her sister warmly! “Now I will have 
time to finish the cutting of this dress 
before choir practice.” 

“It is fun to help others. I’m going to 
practice sewing more now that it doesn’t 
seem like such hard work,” declared 


Helen. “And you know what?” she 
continued. “I didn’t stick my finger 
once.” ‘ 


Los ANGELEs. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, November 9 


2. The Church That Suffered 
(Rev. 2:8-11) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE second in the series of “Light 
From Ancient Churches” is a church 
that endured suffering and persecution. 
Prophetically, ‘Smyrna may represent 
the period in which the whole Christian 
church went through the “Ten Great 
Persecutions” under the Roman emper- 
ors, from Nero, A.D. 64, to Diocletian, 
A.D. 316. The last and fiercest perse- 
cution, under Diocletian, lasted ten 
years. 
ye 
As for the local church at Smyrna, we 
are not told just why the suffering 
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came, but to the church at large in the 
period indicated above, it is not unrea- 
sonable to believe that the suffering 
may have been a part of God’s dealings 
with His people to bring them back to 
the loye they had left, about which we 
studied lasy week in connection with the 
letter to the church of Ephesus (Rev. 
2:3). 
we 
However, it is not always safe to say 
that suffering or persecution comes 
either to a group or an individual be- 
cause of sin. It may come as God’s 
chastening to a believer, but, as shown 
in the Lord’s answer to the question of 
His disciples in John 9:1-3, suffering 
may also come in order that the works 
of God may be demonstrated. We are 
not to think of God, as some do, as a 
heartless or cruel despot, taking delight 
in the suffering of His children in order 
to glorify Himigelf and demonstrate His 
power. All Scripture speaks against 
such a concept of God'as this. He deals 
with us “like as a father” who pities 
His children (Psa. 103:13). He is 
touched with the feeling of our infirmi- 
ties (Heb. 4:15). “He knoweth our 
frame” (Psa. 103:14). Even in this let- 
ter of the Smyrna church, the Lord 
Jesus says tenderly, “I know thy tribu- 
lation and thy poverty” (v. 9). 
we 
God does not willingly afflict or 
grieve the children of men (Lam. 3:33; 
Heb. 12:6-11), but sometimes He permits 
suffering to come to a believer in order 
to teach a needed lesson, either to the 
believer, or to someone near and dear 
to that one, or to draw closer to Himself 
one who has become occupied with other 
attractions, or to keep such a one from 
entering paths that would be harmful 
or disastrous. 
ve 
The Book of Job, the central theme 
of which is, “Why do the righteous 
suffer,” shows Job at the beginning, in 
God’s own words, as “a perfect and an 
upright man, one that feareth God, and 
escheweth evil” (Job 1:8). Neverthe- 
less, at the close of the account, after 
enduring bitter suffering and loss of 
everything he held dear, and the mis- 
understanding and criticism of family 
and friends, Job says to God, “I have 
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: 
but now mine eye seeth thee. Where- 
fore I abhor myself, and repent in dust 
and ashes” (Job 42:5, 6). Job learned 
the lessons that God had for him in 
suffering and he profited by the per- 
secution he endured at the hands of 
Satan. 
4 
As individuals, if we are called to 
endure suffering, we, too, can profit 
from it if we will remember that God 
sees it and knows what we can endure, 
and will not permit the trial to go be- 
yond that which we can bear. He will 
also supply the grace and strength we 
need (2 Cor. 12:9). The Lord Jesus, . 
for our sakes, went through trials such 
as we Shall never be called upon to bear. 
Can we not watch and suffer one hour, 
in comparison, with Him? Have you 
been praying for more patience or more 
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love for Christ, for a better understand- 
ing of His will for your life? Suffering 
or persecution may be the very answer 
to that prayer, and may be permitted 
in order to develop in you these things 
for which you have been asking. God’s 
Word to us, as we face suffering or per- 
secution, is “Fear none of these things” 
(v. 10). A sure reward awaits -those 
who will trust Him and be faithful. 


Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take! 
The clouds ye so much dread 
Are A with mercy, and shall break 
In blessings on your head. 
—William Cowper 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Seneol esson Committee. 


November 3 to 9 
Mon., Nov. 3.—Matt. 5:1-12. 
Blessed Are Ye. 


Prayer Succestions: “Blessed are ‘ye.” 


The Lord’s way of happiness for His. 
People is stated in a wondrous word of 
grace and truth. The word “biessed” 


H, TRUMBULL HowarpD ; 
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literally means “Oh, the happinesses.” 
More blessings are even wrapped up in 
our sorrows suffered in the way of 
righteousness. These are more than 
can be numbered. The issues from 
such sorrows, due to obeying’ the Lord, 
are more than can be numbered, and 
more wonderful than can ever be told. 
The sufferings of Bible saints and of 
our Lord reveal the glory of His words, 
“Blessed are ye.” Pray for Marion 
College, Marion, Ind. 


Tues., Nov. 4—Matt. 6:1-4. 
On Giving Alms. 
PRAYER SuacestTions: “Take heed that 
ye do not your alms before men, to be 
seen of them: otherwise ye have no 
reward of your Father which is in 
heaven.” The word “alms” is used 
twelve times in the New Testament. 
It refers to gifts of compassion, charity, 
and mercy. Do not shut up your heart 
against needy people. Give to the poor, 
in the Gospel way, and you will be 
lending to him “in time of trouble. . . . 
The Lord will strengthen him upon the 
bed of languishing: thou wilt make all 
his bed in his sickness” (Psa. 41:1, 3). 
And no one can beat that kindness. 
Pray for Huntington College, Hunting- 
ton, Ind. 


Wed., Nov. 5.—Matt. 6:5-15. 
A Lesson on Prayer. 


Pra¥eER SuccestTions: “And when thou 
prayest.” Times of prayer, private, do- 
mestic, social, and public are left for 
your election. There is great necessity 
for all kinds of prayer always. Our 
Lord stresses the privilege and profit 
of prayer more than the oughtness of 
prayer. ‘Self-sufficient souls are never 
prayerful. Our need for God’s pardon, 
peace, provision, power, and protection 
and His-desire to grant good wishes are 
incentives to prayer. If we want God 
to work we must ask Him to work or 
it will not be done. “Ye have not, be- 
cause ye ask not” (Jas. 4:2). Pray for 
Mildmay Mission to the Jews, London, 
Eng. 


Thurs., Nov. 6.—Matt. 6:19-23. 
Treasure Up in Heaven. 


Prayer Svuccestions: “Lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven.” Our 
Lord warns you not to build up your 
wealth on earth: His counsel, is “Lay 
up ... treasures in heaven.” One rea- 
son why so few people are interested 
in the “Saints’ Everlasting Rest” is be- 
cause they have little treasure there. 
For where one’s treasure is there will 
the heart be also. Pray for Mission to 
the Blind in Bible Lands, Bethlehem. 


Fri., Nov. 7.—Matt. 6:24-34. 
Do Not Be Anxious. 


Prayer Succestions: “Sufficient unto 
the day is the evil thereof.” Make 
everything count for God in life and 
service. Bear not tomorrow’s burdens 
for they are not here. A man who was 
much burdened about his stocks asked 
prayer that God would safeguard his 
money. He died that night and left 
the worry to his heirs. Give liberally 
to God’s cause. What we hoard or 
spend on ourselves more than is meet 
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will harm our souls as fire (see 1 Tim. 
6:8-10; Jas. 5:3). Pray for New York 
Gospel Mission to the Jews, Inc., New 
York. 


Sat., Nov. 8.—Matt. 7:1-5. 
The Speck and the Log. 
Prayer Succestions: “The mote that is 
in thy brother’s eye . . . the beam that 
is in thine own eye.” Our Lord's 
homely language enforces a great truth. 
Some say He said “splinter” in the eye 
of one man, and “rafter” in the eye of 
the other man. Do not talk about an- 
other’s defect and ignore your own 
greater blemish. Do not magnify specks 
and overlook the defects in your own 
self. Treat all people according to the 
Golden Rule. Pray for the Sudan In- 

terior Mission, New York. 


Sun., Nov. 9.—Matt, 7:13, 14. 
The Two Ways. 

Prayer Succestions: “Broad is the 
way, that leadeth to destruction . . 
and narrow is the way, which leadeth 
unto life, and few there be that find it.” 
Our Lord knows. His word on this is 
truth. The issues of eternity are settled 
in this life. We are either at this mo- 
ment on that “narrow road” that 
leadeth unto life; or on that “broad 
road” which leadeth to destruction. It 
is alarming that so many church mem- 
bers seem more interested in getting a 
passport to Heaven, than of being in 
the Lord’s way of holiness. Many seem 
to want Christ only as a genial greeter 
at the gate of Heaven rather than as a 
Saviour and Shepherd of the soul. Pray 
for Philadelphia College of Bible, Phil- 
adelphia. 
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IF YOU BLESS THE JEWS 
GOD WILL BLESS YOU! 


4,000 years ago God said to Abraham, 
“I will bless them that bless thee,” mean- 
ing Abraham and his descendants, the 
Jews. That ‘promise has-been fulfilled 
with absolute accuracy to nations and to 
individuals through the centuries. It is 
still true today! It cannot fail! 

We know a man and his wife who love 
the Lord and gave freely to Christian 
work. But they were in financial straits, 
hardly able to buy clothes and barely 
able to meet insurance and tax bills. 
They resolved to give freely each month 
for work among the Jews, as well as to 
other work, and they claimed by faith 
the promise: “I will bless them that bless 
thee.” Genesis 12:3. 

The Lord began to bless them finan- 
cially and in other ways. They still give 
freely each month to work among the 
Jews (and for others) and they praise 
God for leading them to make that 
resolve to bless the Jews! 

Do you want financial and spiritual 
blessing? Pray earnestly and give freely 
to provide God’s Word for Jews to lead 
them to Christ. He will bless you abun- 
dantly. Be sure to appropriate by faith 
God’s promise! 











Cut out along this line + 


George T. B. Davis, Executive Secretary SST 
Million Testaments Campaigns, Inc. 
Room 1303, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


Jews to Christ, with the Word of God, in Israel, in South 
America and in other lands. 


Please send me a free copy of the Bible Success Band book- 


l 
| 
| 
! 
| 
Dear Mr. Davis: Enclosed find $........ for helping to win | 
| 
| 
| 
let for 1959. | 

| 


Make checks payable to Million Testaments Campaigns, Inc. | 


October 25, 1958 


JEWS BORN AGAIN BY GOD'S WORD 


“A Jewish lad, 13 years old, who has been reading much 
in the Prophecy Testament, came to me the other day, 
with his 11-year-old sister with whom he was sharing the 
Book, They both accepted Christ as their personal Saviour.” 


“A Jewish lawyer received one of your Prophecy Testa- 


ments, and has been saved!” 


Thus write two earnest workers, one giving out thou- 
sands of our Prophecy Testaments to Jews in Florida, the 
other witnessing with the Testaments among the teeming 
Jewish population in New York City. 


How thankful to God we are to be able to send forth tens 
of thousands of our Prophecy Testaments, free of charge, 
to hundreds of workers among the Jews throughout the 
United States, Canada, South America, Israel, and many 
other lands! 


A pastor in South America writes: “Three Jews that I 
know of in my city have received Christ since reading your 
Spanish Prophecy New Testament.” A pastor in Argentina 
writes: “An entire Jewish family has been saved by reading 
your Prophecy Testament. The Christians in my city are 
so thrilled ghat they plan to place one of your New Testa- 
ments in every Jewish home in this province.” 


In another large city in South America, our co-workers 
were allowed to go right into the synagogue to offer New 
Testaments and Bibles. In one synagogue 43 Testaments 
were gratefully received by Jews. , 


In the land of Israel tens of thousands of our Hebrew 
New Testaments have been and are being prayerfully 
given to hungry-hearted Jews. Pray for a great harvest! 


Our new editions of Hebrew and Yiddish Testaments 
are now being shipped. Our second edition of 35,000 Span- 
ish Testaments is on the way to South America for Jews 
there. Our latest edition of 60,000 English Prophecy Testa- 
ments is now ready and the Testaments are being dis- 
tributed among Jews in America and in other English- 
speaking lands. 

Your earnest prayers; and generous gifts sent as soon as 


possible, will be deeply appreciated, and the Lord will 
reward you according to His promise in Genesis 12:3. 





BEAUTIFUL FREE GIFT 


For a limited time we are sending each donor a 
beautiful 32-page Bible Success Band booklet con- 
taining an inspiring Scripture verse for each day of 
the coming year. The booklet also contains a stir- 
ring message on Bible memorizing by Dr. Philip E. 
Howard, Editor of The Sunday School Times. ‘The 
cover of the booklet, in full color, shows a woman 
drawing water from an ancient well just outside “the 
little town of Bethlehem,” where our Saviour was 


born. 
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